


Publiched twice monthly except June, July and August, when it is published monthly. 


THE LAYMAN’S INFORMATION SERVICE 


Condensed, Non-Denominational, Non-Partisan 





A report on inner trends and forecasts of significant devel- 
opments pertinent to Christian thinking, dedicated to the 
preservation of the American way of life through the re- 
vival and extension of Christian sharing and the preven- 
tion of war by the revelation and correction 
of the causes of war. 
Reeatered as second class matter March 28, 1946 at the post office at Demarest, N. J., under the Act of March 3, 1899. 


$1.00 a year. 





CHARLES A. WELLS, 
Editor and Publisher 


Publication Office: Box 269, Demarest, New Jersey 
Editorial Office: 152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 


Vol. VII, No. 14 
September 6, 1948 





Doctoring the News 

An example of how news is doc- 
tored to shape public opinion may 
be found in the recent scare-head 
story of “Mutiny on the Atlantic.” 
Back on July 13 almost every 
paper in America carried a front 
page story that the crew of the 
American freighter, the William 
Carson, had mutinied off the coast 
of the Azores. Such headlines as 
“Warships rush to quell mutiny”, 
“Merchant marine defies law of 
sea”, ete., were seen throughout the 
country. The next day a flash came 
through that everything was under 
control which most papers ignored. 
Finally, after two more days, the 
real news reached American press 
channels, proving that the initial 
flash was a complete fake. There 
had been no mutiny. A radio op- 
erator aboard the ship, who was 
intoxicated or otherwise deranged, 
sent out SOS signals to other 
ships and attached the word mu- 
tiny to his distress flashes; he im- 
mediately afterward committed 
suicide by jumping overboard. The 
commander of a boarding party 
from an American naval vessel re- 
ported “an orderly but surprised 
crew” and a ship’s masier who said 
“the crew is the best I’ve ever sail- 
ed with.” But those who bottle up 
American news sources, in their 
hatred for labor, could not bring 
themselves to discount their own 
smear of the merchant marine. 
Few newspapers published the cor- 
rection at all and those that did 
buried it in the back pages. So 
America heard of the mutiny, but 
few heard the truth. 

ANOTHER EXAMPLE: In 
the widely published report of the 
death of Cyril Walker, who reach- 
ed golf greatness by defeating 
Bobby Jones and Walter Hagen 
some years ago, no mention was 
made of the fact that Mr. Walk- 
er died homeless and penniless be- 
cause he was known in sports cir- 
cles as a habitual drunkard. One 
of the worlds’ greatest golfers, he 


(continued on NEXT page) 


HE OPPORTUNITY: The more we build up our military arma- 
ment the more we tear down our moral armament. Men do not be- 
lieve that but history does.. 

Napoleon’s genius for organization and law brought |*rance to 
the pinnacle of greatness but Napoleon’s armies so bled France that 
there was never strength to fulfill that greatness. Since then more wars, 
false victories and defeats have brought France to her present humilia- 
tion. Germany’s great gifts in medicine, music, philosophy, chemistry 
and industry were bringing her also to towering World greatness when 
Bismarckian and Hohenzollern militarism turned her course; then Hit- 
ler’s final cataclysm of armed conquest finally reduced Germany to rubble. 

America now stands at such a pinnacle of opportunity. Some are 
urging that we can only fulfill our destiny by parading the greatest 
armies, navies and airpower in history. Such voices will destroy us. 
Others, and pitifully few they are—even in our pulpits—, are saying 
that our strength must be manifest in a genuine working democracy at 
home, and abroad—patience, understanding, good will. These would 
save us. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 
A dispatch from the editor, Madrid, Spain 


ELIGION AND POLITICS: Between The Lines is not anti-Catho- 
lic. We deeply respect the faith of our American Roman Catholic 
neighbors. We never have or never will criticize Roman Catholicism as. a 
religion. But in an information service like this we retain the right and 
accept the duty to report what the Roman Catholic Church as a political 
and economic force is doing to suppress and persecute other Christians 
and to stifle freedom and democracy in many countries. Many intelli- 
gent Roman Catholics also are aware of these facts. There are at present 
vigorous anti-clerical movements in France, Spain, Italy and Latin 
America, movements made up of devout Roman Catholics who seek to re- 
strain the actions of their own priesthood and hierarchy. The very fact 
that the hierarchy seeks to smear and suppress every voice that dares to 
report on these matters in America, where the church is not dominant, 
provides convincing additional evidence of the attitude and practice of 
the hierarchy in those countries where the church is in power. 

As we stated in our last release we cannot examine the plight 
and trends of Europe and leave out religion, for the Roman Catholic 
Church is interwoven in everything—an element of the world scene which 
is seldom permitted to appear in the usual press news. Our last report 
endeavored to show why we must not expect Europe to turn to Ameri- 
can-style capitalism—another situation news reports usually camouflage 
or avoid mentioning. Of necessity the choice in Europe is not capitalism 
versus communism but socialism versus communism. Europe simply does 
not have enough resources to provide a free, unregulated economy. And 
the prevailing tendency of American political and industrial leaders to 
use the Marshall plan dollars as a leverage to foree Europe towards 
American-style capitalism is not only likely to fail but also plays into 
the hands of the extreme left wing elements in every country by severely 
weakening our best friends, the middle-ground socialists who represent 
the only democratic forces in Europe. Where our dollars are used to re- 
store the position of the old line financial and industrial aristocracies, 
we are not restoring capitalism, we are laying the ground for an inevi- 
table revolution when our dollars have been spent . 


(continued on NEXT page) 


Righting the Wrong 


At the start of the war the press 
and radio reverberated with big 
black headlines and screaming 
comments concerning the Japanese 
menace on the West Coast and en- 
virons. The hysteria penetrated 
political, industrial and social or- 
ganizations in America to such an 
extent that 100,000 people, who 
had committed no offense against 
their neighbors or the laws and 
constitution of the state in which 
they lived, were torn from their 
homes and in. thousands of instan- 
ces openly robbed of their savings 
and property by West Coast busi- 
ness interests. These benighted 
patriots descended like vultures 
upon innocent Japanese-Ameri- 
cans and put them in concentration 
camps amazingly like the concen- 
tration camps of Europe,—for all 
their veneer of “Americanism.” 

Now that the war is over and 
the hysteria has subsided, one of 
the most remarkable reversals in 
American history has taken place. 
But for the most part the press 
and radio remain silent concerning 
this, one of the greatest stories of 
the war. Not only is it known that 
the FBI had complete knowledge 
of all seditious activities of Jap- 
anese imperial agents planted on 
the West Coast but that nothing 
new was uncovered in the way of 
sabotage or seditious intent by the 
removal of over 100,000 Japanese- 
Americans from their homes. The 
country was flooded with reports 
of treasonable acts by Japanese at 
the time of Pearl Harbor, these 
rumors used as a whip by suppos- 
edly responsible military, political 
and editorial authorities to stir up 
sentiment for the imprisonment of 
West Coast Japanese. Now it is of 
record that the FBI in Honolulu 
has frequently stated that not one 
single act of sabotage was commit- 
ted in Hawaii by Americans of 
Japanese ancestry before, during 
or since the bombing of Pearl Har- 

(continued on NEXT page) 








Righting the Wrong 
(continued) 

bor. This evidence becomes over- 
whelming and unanswerable when 
we point to the bold fact that 
Japanese-Americans of Hawaii, 
living within a stone’s throw of our 
most important military and naval 
installations, remained in their 
homes throughout the war, while 
the Japanese on the mainland were 
driven to concentration camps by 
the hysterical lashings of West 
Coast fanaticism. On top of this, 
some of the most heroic records in 
the annals of American fighting 
were made by the Nisei units. 

Now at last the swing back to 
sanity and restoration has occur- 
red. A series of sweeping decisions 
in the courts have wiped out vir- 
tually every legal disability which 
Japanese and Japanese-Americans 
were forced to suffer during the 
war. The California Alien Land 
Act has been declared unconstitu- 
tional. Every attempt to bar Jap- 
anese legally from returning to 
their homes and farm communities 
has been set aside as unconstitu- 
tional and un-American. Large 
groups of older Japanese, never 
privileged to take out American 
citizenship, have made their liv- 
ing by fishing off the coast of Cali- 
fornia; the California law denying 
them off-shore fishing licenses has 
also been outlawed by the Supreme 
Court. At the same time a Federal 
Court in San Francisco voided the 
proceedings under which 2800 
“internees” of Japanese origin 
were coerced into abandoning 
American citizenship. The Court 
declared that these Japanese, under 
the abnormal, unjust and unreas- 
onable atmosphere of the re-loca- 
tion camps had been coerced into 
making decisions not willfully or 
legally their own. And even more 
striking and impressive, the 
Boards of Supervisors of Los 
Angeles and San Francisco have 
asked Congress to adopt the Judd 
bill which would repeal the whole 
code of discrimination with re- 
spect to Oriental immigration and 
citizenship. The same boards in 
1942 petitioned Congress to de- 
port all Orientals as “dangerous 
enemy aliens.” The hot-heads and 
war-time hystericals who screamed 
about the yellow peril are now dis- 
credited. 


Doctoring the News 
(continued) 
had not been able to hold a job 
as a club professional because of 
his increasing instability. But 
most American newspapers and 
radios, by mutual consent out of 
respect to their liquor advertise- 
ments, seldom allow the word drunk 
or drunkeness to appear in reports 
of suicide, murders, and other 
tragedies of alcoholism. 


X-Ray and Foreeast (confinued) 


HE BULWARK: Behind the old line financial and industrial aris- 
tocracies stands the Roman Catholic Church, the bulwark and 
shield of the industrial and financial forces that created Hitler and 
Mussolini with whom the Vatican promptly established close working 
agreements or “concordats.” And the pudgy, bloody form of Franco is 
still enfolded in the scarlet robes of the hierarchy. (For abundant docu- 
mentary material, refer to books and articles on Italy, to be found in 
any city library, by Dr. Gaetano Salvemini, world renowned Italian 
scholar and professor at Harvard since 1933. Also the book “Report 
from Spain” by Emmet J. Hughes, noted Catholic writer who severely 
criticizes the church for its policy in Spain. Mr. Hughes was for some 
years an attache of the American Embassy in Madrid.) 

In Italy’s last election America openly joined hands with the 
Vatican's politicians although the propaganda in America said we were 
doing so to defeat the Communists. But the Vatican saw to it that 
American aid was also used wherever possible to crush the power of the 
moderaie democratic forces that have resisted the dominance of Papal 
authority in the political and economic life of Italy. ; 

Since Franco’s victory in Spain, chiefly financed by Vatican 
resources, the church has been in a position to enforce a whole category 
of laws and regulations levelled against non-Catholics. In a handbill 
printed on the official Catholic press in Madrid last winter appeared the 
following sentences: “The robbers of the faith have descended on Spain 
like a flock of crows. Protestant pastors (nearly all of them native Span- 
iards-Ed.) . . . consider that the times are propitious for sowing heresy 
in our country ... We are determined to prevént by all means at our 
disposal that heresy making a single step more in the spiritual conquest 
of our Catholic, Apostolic, Roman perfection ... We will not limit our- 
selves to talking. Let-this be quite clear. For neither did the Holy In- 
quisition, guardian by divine commission of the unity of Spain and the. 
true faith, limit itself to talking.” (Italic ours - Ed.) 

Recently a Catholic newspaper of Albacete ran an article called 
“Liberty of Protestants in Spain,” in which the following paragraph 
sums up the argument of the article: 

“Oan error and truth have the same rights? No, because if they 
did it would be necessary to grant such rights in all fields, not only in 
the religious: field but also in the political, scientific, and sanitary. A 
pharmacist could make a deadly poison with the same right that he could 
make a tonic. The Government which declares that it does not know 
which religion is the true one cannot in good logie prohibit the propa- 
ganda of any (and this is the case, apparently, with the Governments of 
Protestant countries like England); but a Government, like that of 
Spain, which affirms and believes that only the Catholic is the true re- 
ligion, cannot grant the same rights to the others which it knows posi- 
ively to be false.” 

Hence the teachings of freedom of education, freedom of re- 
ligion, freedom of speech, freedom of the press are scoffed at in Catholic 
Spain. Children are taught in the Catholic dominated schools that such 
concepts of freedom are evil and “of the devil,” as described and docu- 
mented in the Emmet J. Hughes’ book “Report from Spain.” 

As a result of such propaganda, waves of persecution and vio- 
lence have arisen against Spanish Protestants. Chapels have been stoned 
and damaged, congregations threatened and mobbed by throngs incited 
by “Catholic action” units. Because such incidents have threatened to 
embarrass the Franco regime in its international relations, policemen 
often stand on guard at the door of Protestant chapels during services to 
“discourage the tendency toward violence”—violence whipped up by hier- 
archy propaganda and leadership. 

In a Catholic publication of Madrid, “El Immaculate”, Number 
2212, Jan. 1, 1948, an article by a Catholic spokesman discussed the mat- 
ter of the persecution of Protestants. Protestantism was described as a 
dangerous and loathesome heresy, “to be destroyed by the faithful.” On 
account of this, “it is a duty of charity to destroy hymn books, prayer 
books, tables, chairs, vestments and other property used by these false 
teachers for the spreading of their evil doctrines .. . Do not destroy their 
personal belongings”, cautions the writer ... “but it is a duty of charity 
to hinder them and destroy their work.” 

The religious laws of Spain do not permit Protestants to do any 
printing. All such evangelical printing must be contraband. The laws do 
not allow any worship to be legal except that of the Catholic Church. 
Only “private worship” by non-Catholies is permitted. Hence all Protes- 
tant worship is considered family or “private” worship. Except for the 
established foreign congregations ministering to English and American 
expatriates, the Protestant Churches, even in Madrid, are not allowed to 
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Race and Housing 


The nation’s realtor groups are 
organizing a drive to secure a Jim 
Crow amendment to the Federal 
Constitution which would — set 
aside the recent Supreme Court 
decision against racial restrictions 
on property. Originating with the 
powerful Los Angeles Realty 
Board, this movement is rapidly 
gaining support from other real 
estate interests,—it is frankly 
working for an amendment to the 
U. S. Constitution which forbids 
Negroes and other non-white rac- 
inl groups from home ownership 
in white neighborhoods. In spite 
of enthusiastic endorsement in 
many sections in the West, South- 
west and South, it is mo:t unlike- 
ly that the National Association 
of Realty Boards will dare take up 
the campaign. This national trade 
group is already the target of such 
widespread bitterness and criti- 
cism for their flagrant and traitor- 
ous sabotaging of even the most 
moderate programs for slum clear- 
anee and housing progress that its 
leaders don’t dare become identi- 
fied with such an extreme racial 
legalism. 

Christian leaders in both Negro 
and white communities realize 
that the problem of racial segrega- 
tion must be solved with patience, 
understanding and good will, that 
any effort to force the end of seg- 
regation in all areas of the country 
or to restore segregation by new 
forms of legality will bring fresh 
waves of hatred and violence. 


PROGRESS: A refreshing ex- 
ample of intelligent Christian pro- 
gress can be found in Savannah, 
Ga., where a privately financed 
low-cost Negro housing project, the 
largest single development of its 
kind ever attempted in the South, 
has recently been opened. Named 
after the famed Negro scientist, 


George Washington Carver, it 
will ultimately comprise 608 
private dwellings occupying over 


102 acres in housing, nearly 3000 
people. The houses sell for $4,500 
each, obtained under a long term 
payment plan with $100 down and 
monthly payments of $29.64 for 25 
years which includes taxes, insur- 
ance and other such items. This 
project was financed by the busi- 
ness men of Savannah. It is a cap- 
italistic enterprise, approved by 
the Federal Housing Administra- 
tion mortgage loans. Nonetheless 
it is being labelled communistic 
and socialistic by that class of op- 
erators who fear all forms of slum 
clearance as a threat to their ex- 
ploitation of unreasonable profits 
from America’s poor. But bank- 
ers of Savannah consider the new 
housing project as a sound capital- 
ist investment. 





Labor News 


The press and radio have also 
been filled with vituperations 
against the coal mine unions and 
John L. Lewis for their demands 
for a health program for the 
miners. Yet only one or two daily 
publications in America have ear- 
ried news of the remarkable work 
of the new Institute of Rehabilita- 
tion in N. Y: City which is begin- 
ning the task of rebuilding the 
lives of thousands of coal miners 
who have been the victims of min- 
ing accidents and tossed on the vo- 
cational scrap heap. Organized la- 
bor and medicine have joined 
hands in this worthy endeavor. 
Costs of the re-training and physi- 
eal rehabilitation of these men are 
paid out of the unions’ big welfare 
and retirement fund which has 
been used to whip up so much an- 
tagonism by the nation’s press and 
radio commentators. When the 
men leave the Institute they have 
not only received the best available 
medical and psyehiatrie help but 
they carry with them the reports 
of their reconstructed physical 
abilities, aptitudes and vocational 
talents to the physicians and their 
assistants connected with the 
unions’ programs in the local ecom- 
munities. Thousands of men with 
broken backs, permanently man- 
gled arms and legs and other in- 
juries are looking forward to this 
miraculous restoration that awaits 
them. 

N. Y. doctors, associated with 
the movement, are enthusiastic in 
their praise of this outstanding in- 
novation of the application of 
medical science to organized in- 
dustrial life. In reporting this, we 
do not seek to imply atonement for 
any of the belligerent and brutal 
tactics that have often character- 
ized John L. Lewis’ methods nor 
to enlarge upon the blindness and 
brutal indifference of the coal mine 
owners through the past years. 
Both have sinned, but now the 
greatest sin is—the American pub- 
lic is not being permitted to know 
of the great good that is coming 
out of this long and significant 
struggle. 


THE METHODIST CHURCH, 
America’s largest Protestant de- 
nomination, has begun a program 
of promoting peaceful relations be- 
tween management and _ labor 
through church channels. The 
Catholic Chureh has long been 
active in these efforts, and the 
Methodists are about the first Pro- 
testant group to make it an official 
project. The overall aim of the pro- 
gram is to make thousands of 
Methodist pastors more 
aware of the significance of labor’s 
problems and to educate the mil- 
lions of Methodist laymen to a new 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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There is a tendency on the part of many people to assume 
that there are many choices open to us for escape from the ad- 
mitted disintegration of our modern materialistic world. As if 
we could just be a little less selfish for a while, a little less greedy 
and hateful for a few years until we can patch things up. But 
the one outstanding fact of our day is that we have come to the 
end of the era where selfishness and nationalism can continue as 
the basis of our civilization. If our civilization continues to 
maintain itself on that basis, it is only a matter of a few years 
until we will be destroyed— for war would be inevitable. The 
Christian principles of life offer the only other way for our so- 
ciety to survive. It is the one system of thought and code of con- 
duct that can carry us to a kingdom of peace, good will and 
abundance. 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


do any advertising, publishing or printing of announcements or even have 
a sign outside their buildings to announce services. A former noted Prot- 
estant seminary and school in Madrid, which has been all but closed by 
the Catholic authorities in the government, was compelled several years 
ago to remove all signs indicating the nature of its work. Just shortly 
before the editor of Between The Lines visited this school and its heroic 
leader, the authorities had compelled the school to cement over a verse 
of scripture carved in stone over the doorway which was barely visible 
from the street. The verse was “Fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom.” The authorities charged that the verse was Protestant propa- 
ganda! 


Conditions in Spain are more acute than elsewhere. But in Italy 
and most Latin American countries the situation varies from “serious to 
difficult” in the words of authoritative Protestant leaders. The Catholic 
world is filled with the Vatican slogan “Make America Catholic.” Both 
Protestants and devout Catholics of America who believe in democracy 
and freedom of the human spirit must ask the Vatican if its aim is to 
make America like Spain? 

There are abundant grounds for such a fear. For instance, it is 
a fact, familiar in Catholic literature, that a Catholic bishop on being 
enthroned takes a solemn oath which includes “I will utterly obey and 
make others obey . . . the commands of the Holy See... I will track 
down and attack heretics, schismatics and rebels against our said Lord 
the Pope and his successors,” (from Juramentum Episcoporum). Also 
a prominent Catholic authority, Francis J. Connell, writing in his book 
“Freedom of Worship” (The Paulist Press) states that nations predomi- 
nantly Catholic are “justified” in “restricting or preventing” denomina- 
tional work hostile to that church, and that the state is “justified in re- 
pressing” either spoken or written criticism of the Catholic Church. 


(continued on NEXT page) 


Labor News 


(continued) 
realization of the place of Chris- 
tian understanding and justice in 
industrial relationships. This pro- 
gram is under the direction of a 
young Methodist layman, John C. 
Harmon, Jr., a lawyer from North 
Carolina, the son of a Methodist 
minister. He is in charge of social 


and industrial relations for the 
Methodist Home Missions and 


Church Extension with headquar- 
ters in Philadelphia. 

SPLIT-UP: Before long you 
will likely be hearing of a big 
split-up in the American labor or- 
ganizations. This will be signifi- 
cant because it will put the Ameri- 
can labor situation in a _paral- 
lel role with that existing in 
France and Italy. For many months 
the CIO has been carrying on an 
inter-union warfare against the 
Communist infiltrations. In union 
meetings and labor conventions 
there has been bitter strife and 
even physical violence in the des- 
perate efforts of the labor leaders 
to rid themselves of the Comimu- 
nist infiltrates. The whole strugg!e 
was brought to a head by the can- 
didacy of Henry Wallace and the 
decision facing the unions a3 0 
their action in regard to Henry 
Wallace’s bid for labor. support. 
The Communists made a furious 
drive to win the unions over to the 
Wallace candidacy, but in almost 
every instance Philip Murray, 
chief of all CIO organizations, was 
able to swing the tide away from 
the inevitable Communist label 
that would fall upon any union that 
supported Wallace. The most sin- 
cere Wallacite must accept this 
alignment in view of the fact that 
the Communist are giving Mr. 
Wallace 100 per cent allegiance in 
spite of Wallace’s frequent dis- 
claimer,—which we believe to be 
sincere,—to any alliance or even 
interest in the Communist move- 
ment. But the split down through 
the great CIO’s organization of 
millions of American workers is 
so great and decisive that it will 
hardly be healed for many years to 
come and will much more likely 
result in the reorganization of the 
remaining Communist factions 
under new leadership divorced 
from the orthodox CIO set-up. The 
Comm: nist factions are strongest 


in the Electrical Workers, the 
Mariners Union, the Mine, Mill 


and Smelter Workers, the Trans- 
port Workers, the Farm Equip- 
ment Workers; it is likely that 
these unions will be most severely 
affected by this schism. Powerful 
new union groups, openly all-out 
communistie in flavor and lJeader- 
ship, will be re-formed out of 
these broken unions, with the re- 


maining fragments absorbed into 
(continued on NEXT page) 





Labor News 


(continued) 


the old line non-Communist CIO 
organization. 


AN EXAMPLE of the most 
progressive viewpoint on wages and 
labor relations is that of Lever 
Bros., world’s largest soap manu- 
facturers who have had genvine 
profit-sharing for years. Chavles 
Luckman, Lever Bros. president, 
up resentment in some 
business circles recently when }:e 
stated that his firm believes that 
the only way for America 10 save 
its capitalistic system is to inan- 
gurate a policy of greater produc- 
tion at lower prices, coupled with 
higher wages. Mr. Luckman em- 
phasized that a smaller profit mar- 
gin would be more than made up 
by increased turn-over and produc- 
tion. “The whole American econu- 
my can boost its production over 
10 per cent if business managc- 
ment will accept this approach.” 
Although Mr. Luckman is head of 
one of the largest manufacturing 
concerns in the world with a per- 
sonal income of over four hundred 
thousand dollars a vear, he is 
ealled a “radical” and even a “red” 
by the capitalistic obstructionists 
in major financial centers. 


stirred 


How War Comes 


As the months have passed, we 
have been concerned to find how 
few people heard of or understood 
the import of the startling expo- 
sure of pre-Pearl Harbor American 
military plans published in Col- 
liers Magazine last May. The third 
installment of the Colliers series, 
the papers of the late 
Harry Hopkins, reveals that the 
U. S.-British staff talks on how to 
conduct a war with Germany and 
Japan began in the summer of 
1940, a year and a half before 
Pearl Harbor. The first meetings 
were held in London and were 
shifted to Washington in Jan. 
1941. Three months later, March 
29, 1941, the talks produced a plan 
known as ABO-1, which outlined 
the grand strategy for the war. It 
was this plan that was carried out 
after the Japanese attacked Pearl 
Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. Robert E. 
Sherwood, who edited the Hopkins 
papers for Colliers, frankly stated 
that if the isolationists in Congress 
had known the full extent of these 
war-like negotiations, they would 
have demanded Roosevelt’s im- 
peachment. It is of course common 
knowledge among militarists and 
diplomats that we were furnishing 
naval convoys for British munition 
shipments and had engaged in war- 
like actions against the German 
Atlantic units on several occasions 
before Pearl Harbor. The Japanese 
at Pearl Harbor staged a sneak at- 
tack but it was not the first sneak 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (conned 


An example of this is now occuring. The well-known weekly 
“The Nation” ran a series of articles by Paul Blanchard concerning 
Catholic policy toward democracy, fascism, education and other matters. 
A storm of protest from high Catholic sources has forced the N. Y. 
City school board to prohibit “The Nation” from appearing in school 
libraries. 

Catholic literature abounds in denunciation of Protestantism, 
but to forbid all criticism of the Roman Catholie Church is already a 
working project of the hierarchy in America. 


HE WIDER SIGNIFICANCE of all this is that we have been 
driven to the verge of war with Russia to protect “liberty and 
freedom.” All of America is in a state of semi-hysteria over the Commu- 
nist threat to “our American way of life’; a pageantry of neurotic ex- 
hibitionism and character-annihilation is being carried out in Washing- 
ton that borders on some of the most insidious methods used by the 
Kremlin and Hitler’s Gestapo. 

We believe that every Communist in America should be tailed 
by the FBI. We believe that the Dept. of Justice should keep a tight 
grip on all Communist organizations and all Communist penetrations 
into the Government and other civic and community organizations. But 
the restraint and containment of communism should be achieved by the 
firm hand of law and its instruments of enforeements instead of the 
present irresponsible political sniping and whacky methods characteristic 
of current Washington techniques. 

But if it is dangerous and un-American to “take orders from 
Moscow’’,—from what can be seen in Spain, Italy and Latin America, it 
is likewise dangerous and un-American to “take orders from Rome.” If 
Spain is an example of what “Catholic Christianity” imposes, it is as 
much against the common good of America for Catholies to try to “make 
Ameriea Catholic” as it is for Communists to try to “make America 
Communist.” We are dealing harshly and dangerously with those who 
have alleged Communist tie-ups—yet many thousands of trained repre- 
sentatives of the Vatican openly work and propagandize in this country 
against the system upon which the freedoms of America are founded,— 
freedom of conscience, freedom of thought and worship. We should wel- 
come any genuine spiritual evangelism that the Catholic Church of 
America might undertake but when it is a cloak for totalitarian domina- 
tion, the challenge cannot be disregarded. There can be no peace estab- 
lished UNTIL PROTESTANTS AND NON-CATHOLICS IN THE 
REST OF THE WORLD ENJOY THE SAME FREEDOM OF 
MIND AND SPIRIT WHICH WE SINCERELY WANT OUR 
CATHOLIC NEIGHBORS TO CONTINUE TO ENJOY IN 
AMERICA. 

But unfortunately the trend is otherwise. Searcely anything is 
permitted to be published concerning the threats to the freedom of the 
American spirit which exists much closer than Moscow no word 
appears in our press of the thousands in Spain who have been and still 
are in prison without trials, simply because they were associated with 
Protestantism or free masonry,—or the thousands who yet have been 
denied the right to earn a living because they can no longer stomach 
medieval philosophies and practices or endure the chains that shackle the 
mind and free spirit of man. 

The threat of communism is real. Our next report will deal with 
the revival of religious persecution in Russia. But just as real is the 
suffering of oppressed people in many areas much nearer your home than 
Russia. The conspiracy of silence that exists in America on the question 
must be broken. 


Prortts FIRST: The black markets of Europe are full of foods sent 
to the hungry by American generosity! In the open black market 
stalls of Rome, you can even find the contents of CARE packages for 
sale in great quantities along with similar food gift packages. These 
relief food packages contain an assortment of commercial processed food 
products, canned milk, packed fruit, sugar, ete. If a hungry family ate 
these, they would have a few rare delicious meals and then go hungry 
again. But if they sell these delicacies on the black market, they can buy 
enough plain wheat flour or “pasta” to keep the family eating for many 
weeks. Europeans keep asking why we could not have sent great quanti- 
ties of unprocessed wheat, corn, beans, dried fruit, ete. It would have 
cost the American people infinitely less and we would have fed the Euro- 
peans infinitely more. But unfortunately some American business inter- 
ests would not permit such a direct approach. Just as the tobacco, wine 
and other profit-seeking commercial groups are forcing their way into 
the Marshall plan, so the process-food representatives have had far too 
much dictation of past relief shipments. Is this the way to make capital- 
ism attractive to the questioning world? 


How War Comes 


(continued) 
attack,—the U. S. political and 
military leadership had already en- 
gaged in dozens of sneak maneu- 
vers and actual sneak attacks in 
the shrouded silenee of the North 
Atlantic and elsewhere. And, as 
Charles Beard so pointedly brings 
out in his books on the pre-war 
reriod, these things were done at 
the very time Roosevelt was assur- 
ive the American people that their 
sons would not be drawn into a 
foreign war. 

AMERICA’S HYSTERIA 
against Russia, implying that all 
Russians are stupid brutal stum- 
ble-bums, is oceasionally jolted 
when the news leaks out that many 
of the world’s greatest scientists 
and thinkers are in Russia, even 
under the Soviet regime. A Cana- 
dian woman, suffering from a rare 
eye disease, recently 
through New York en route to 
Russia. Physicians have advised 
her that there is only one man in 
the world who may possibly save 
her sight, the world-renowned Rus- 
sian scientist and eye specialist, 
Dr. V. P. Filatov,. who has _ be- 
come famed for his cornea trans- 
planting operation. 

MORE OIL: The general pub- 
lic hears nothing but news of oil 
shortages and the desperate need 
of oil as justification for our mili- 
tary-expansionist policies in the 
Near East. We have from time to 
time run authoritative statements 
concerning the falseness of this 
war-breeding policy promoted by 
our own government. In the U. S. 
News and World Report for June 
11th, a two page report appears 
concerning the enormous oil re- 
sources as yet untapped in this 
hemisphere. Venezuela, Mexico, 
Colombia, Peru, Chile, Alaska and 
many other places are known to 
have untold oil resources that 
await development. 

INDONESIA: Reports on Java 
reaching UN circles are generally 
disregarded, and most news sour- 
ces, sympathetic with the last ves- 
tiges of imperialism clinging to its 
possessions in Dutch East Indies, 
also play down the conditions on 
this last frontier of the white 
man’s supremacy. The Dutch 
promised the new Indonesian Re- 
publie political freedom within a 
Netherlands-sponsored East Indies 
Federation. But this really meant 
that the Dutch would surrender 
local political control but retain 
economic control and ownership of 
tin mines, oil fields and other in- 
vestments. This the native govern- 
ments will not accept. Then the 
Dutch proposed giving the native 
peoples a larger share of the riches 
of their own home land, but this 
was too late and too little, and so 
a stalemate persists. 
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